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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Connecting the Dots: 

 

 “We have to be prepared to make major changes... 

 in our lifestyles, our economic models, our social organization, and our political life,” 

 (Ban Ki-moon, Davos, Switzerland, 28/01/2011, <<< Web link >>> )  

 

 The remarks of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon as he addressed business leaders 

in Davos, Switerland, in January this year. Mr. Ban talked of “tearing down the walls 

between the development agenda and the climate agenda.” Most importantly, he 

asked his audience to “connect the dots” between climate change, water, energy and 

food; and “recover that sense of living harmoniously for our economies and our 

societies.” 

 

 What Makes Sustainable Societies?  

But what does creating sustainable development mean? What makes sustainable 

societies? Is it just about switching to efficient light bulbs, recycling waste and 

drinking organic or fair trade coffee? Or is it more than that? 

 

We know that sustainable development is about “meeting the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” 
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Balanced development lifts people out of poverty, while protecting the natural 

systems that support economic growth. 

 

 We must Connect the Dots!  

But as we look forward to Rio+20 <<< Web link >>> – and also look back on decades 

of stalemate since the original ‘Earth Summit’ <<< Web link >>> – we all know it’s not 

a simple task. We must connect the dots between protecting the planet and giving 

people a chance for a better life. We need to ensure access to clean water for all 

while at the same time saving water. We must stimulate global economic growth 

while building inclusive political systems for the benefit of all the people on Earth. 

 

 Responsive Citizens  

The “change” Ban Ki-moon spoke of in Davos includes a change in both thinking and 

action on the part of individual citizens wherever they may be. And as we continue to 

see in North Africa and the Middle East, social change starts on the streets. It comes 

from responsive citizens, who think outside the box and take action to make change 

happen. By taking action to ensure sustainable development, even the most 

marginalized citizens can become agents for change, and active participants in 

deciding their own futures. 

 

Sustainable Development = Individual and Collective Action 

 Sustainable development is about individual and collective action. It’s about 

empowering people to get involved and when civic engagement is harnessed to its 

full potential, it is a genuine force for social cohesion and sustainable societies. It’s 

not just the United Nations and Governments around the world that are responsible 

for acheving the Millennium Development Goals alone, ordinary citizens too must 

play their part in making this possible and popular mobilization does make a big 

difference. 

 

This is the job of NGOs and civil society: to connect the dots between sustainable 

development and the role of responsive citizens and engage communities to not only 

respond to the challenge of building a green economy but to unite around the goal of 

building truly sustainable societies. 

 

 Commit! Encourage! Volunteer!  

Encouraging this kind of voluntary action is a core value of those organizations 

working for sustainable development. They inspire, engage, and build on the capacity 

of people to create change from the grassroots level upward. As their mandates 

evolve, this spirit grows ever stronger. 

 

Citizens gain a sense of well-being through their personal choices, and the choice to 

stand up, step forward and volunteer is a powerful one. One individual changing 

his/or her thinking or lifestyle makes a small difference. But when individual action 

becomes a collective force then you can expect the walls between the development 

and environmental agendas to crumble. The path to true sustainability is rooted in 

the ability of citizens and organizations to respond to the call to action. 

 We call on all citizens and volunteer organizations everywhere to respond, commit, 

encourage and volunteer so each of us can do our part to build a sustainable future. 
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2. OVERVIEW: WEBSITE AND WEBCAST 

 

Website content: 
 

 

 

 

  
 
Link to the website: 

http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/ngoconference/pid/16700  

 
 
Webcast coffering the meetings in the main hall: 
 

 
 
Link to the webcast archive: 
 http://unfccc4.meta-
fusion.com/kongresse/110621_dpi64/templ/ovw_small.php?id_kongressmain=187  
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3. (DRAFT) DECLARATION 

 
Index of the draft declaration: 
            LINE  LINES  TEXT 

    1       4  September 5, 2011 
    5     46  Sustainable Societies: Responsive Citizens  
  51     67  GENERAL STATEMENTS 
118     37  RIO+20 
155     63  GREEN ECONOMY IN THE CONTEXT OF SUST. DEV. AND POVERTY ERADICATION 
218   138  INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

  324     14  SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES 
  338     18  CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOVERNANCE   

356     25  OTHER ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED AT RIO+20 
  370     14  EDUCATION AND LEARNING FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

384   200  DRAFT SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS  
  391    21  SDG  1 - SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION 
  412    15  SDG  2 - SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS, YOUTH & EDUCATION 
  427    11  SDG  3 - CLIMATE SUSTAINABILITY 
  438      3  SDG  4 - CLEAN ENERGY 
  441      8  SDG  5 - BIODIVERSITY 
  449   15  SDG   6 - WATER 
  464   19  SDG   7 - HEALTHY SEAS AND OCEANS (BLUE ECONOMY) 
  483   16  SDG   8 - HEALTHY FORESTS 
  501   23  SDG   9 - SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE 
  524     8  SDG 10 - GREEN CITIES 
  533     6  SDG 11 - SUBSIDIES AND INVESTMENT 
  539     7  SDG 12 - NEW INDICATORS OF PROGRESS 
  546     5  SDG 13 - ACCESS TO INFORMATION 
  551     4  SDG 14 - PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
  555     5  SDG 15 - ACCESS TO REDRESS AND REMEDY 
  560     4  SDG 16 - ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE FOR THE POOR AND MARGINALIZED 
  564   20  SDG 17 - BASIC HEALTH 

584   11  FINAL STATEMENTS  

 

 

Summary – from final declaration, which has 654 lines: 
 

Mindful of the failure of States to subsequently address the urgency conveyed in the opening 
paragraph of Agenda 21: “Humanity stands at a defining moment in history. We are confronted with 
perpetuation of disparities between nations, and a worsening of poverty, hunger, ill health and illiteracy 
and the continuing deterioration of the ecosystem on which we depend for our well being”; (Agenda 21, 
UNCED, 1992)Mindful of the failure of States to subsequently address the urgency conveyed in the 
opening paragraph of Agenda 21: “Humanity stands at a defining moment in history. We are confronted 
with perpetuation of disparities between nations, and a worsening of poverty, hunger, ill health and 
illiteracy and the continuing deterioration of the ecosystem on which we depend for our well being”; 
(Agenda 21, UNCED, 1992) 

 
Recognizing that the strength of sustainable development is its inherent nature to interlink 

problems and solutions across a wide spectrum of “issue silos”; 
Guided by the outcome documents of the major global summits of the 1980s and the 1990s, 

Agenda 21 and the Rio Declaration, the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development’s 
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (“JPOI”), and the Cochabamba Peoples’ Agreement;  

 
Recalling that the Earth Charter, together with the Culture of Peace, can play a vital role in 

helping to inspire renewed political commitment expected for Rio + 20 and to guide the transition to a 
sustainable, just and peaceful society with respect and care for the entire community of life; 

 
GENERAL STATEMENTS 
Recognizing that human beings are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with 

nature; 
Alarmed at the increasing loss of biodiversity; the rate of desertification, deforestation, especially 

in the tropics and forest degradation globally; the collapse of fishery resources, and the aggravated 
effects resulting from global warming; 



 

© ESSENCE-SUM.COM, EvE, Sept.  14, 2011 

5 

 
Highlighting the crucial contribution of volunteering in post-conflict contexts to construct 

sustainable societies by rebuilding institutions, local capacity, and social cohesion through various forms 
of volunteering; 

The NGOs here present in Bonn, Germany, on 5 September 2011, declare the following on the 
matters of a green economy in the context of poverty eradication, sustainable lifestyles, education and 
life-long learning for sustainable development, civic engagement in sustainable development governance 
and volunteerism: 

RIO + 20 and Civic Engagement 
We call on governments to adopt the Sustainable Development Goals set out below; 
We encourage all stakeholders to become involved in Rio + 20 and to make their own 

commitments to sustainable development; 
We call on governments to: 
come to Rio + 20 represented by Heads of State or Government, with concrete commitments to 

take individual and collective actions towards sustainable development and address gaps and emerging 
issues, based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities; 

produce a politically-binding outcome document that recommits governments to achieve 
sustainable development;  

generate an appendix to the outcome document containing country commitments to form the 
foundation of a global registry of sustainability actions and major stakeholder commitments, which include 
robust monitoring and reporting provisions; 

 
GREEN ECONOMY IN THE CONTEXT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY 

ERADICATION 
We are concerned that the current economic model, which promotes unsustainable consumption 

and production patterns, facilitates a grossly inequitable trading system, fails to eradicate poverty, assists 
exploitation of natural resources to the verge of extinction and total depletion, and has induced multiple 
crises on Earth, needs to be replaced by sustainable economies in community, local, national, regional 
and international spheres. 

 
INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
We call for the establishment of a global sustainable development coordinating mechanism and 

parallel institutions at the national level, empowered to pursue system-wide policy coherence for the 
Bretton Woods and UN institutions to advance sustainable development principles, pathways, and 
policies in a coordinated manner. Such a mechanism must involve interactive multi-stakeholder forums 
and regular meetings of Heads of State and Government to assess developments and provide leadership 
in economic, social and ecological issues, to lead and oversee the global sustainable production and 
consumption governance process, and to help secure consistency and coherence in the policy goals of all 
the major international organizations. 

 
SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES: 
We are convinced that our planet and the human-earth community will only survive, thrive and 

prosper by a shift to an economy that is sustainable and equitable, and focused on the elimination of the 
extremes of wealth and poverty through the actions of responsive citizens and volunteerism. 

 
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOVERNANCE: 
We note that streamlining management of multilateral environment agreements, drawing on the 

foundations of community participation and governance structures and education for sustainable 
development, can provide better understanding to resolve complex sustainability issues. 

We denounce the growing scarcity of resources to civil society organizations, oppressive action 
against social movements and the increasing criminalization of environmental and indigenous movements 
in many countries by governments and large multi-national corporations. 

 
OTHER ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED AT RIO + 20 
EDUCATION AND LEARNING FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: 
We acknowledge the necessity to reaffirm the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable 

Development; 
We are convinced that the shift to a sustainable society is deeply dependent on the educational 

system; 
We affirm that education should address the material, social and spiritual dimensions of human 

development, and in its fullest sense, education must provide the space for value-based sustainable 
learning; 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
To achieve the goals of Rio + 20 in an ambitious, time-bound and accountable manner, we call 

upon governments in accordance with human rights, the principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities, and respective capabilities to adopt the following draft Sustainable Development Goals 
together with the sub-goals, reasons and clarifications relating to each goal: 

The goals below are aspirational. While some of these are based on commitments already made 
by governments and other stakeholders, others are proposed on the basis of advanced thinking among 
civil society organizations. 

 
SDG – SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION: By 2020, consistent with the 

Biodiversity Strategic Plan adopted at the 10th meeting of the Conference of Parties to the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity (“CBD COP10”), the human ecological footprint is reduced so that it 
remains within the Earth’s biological carrying capacity.  

 
SDG – SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS, YOUTH & EDUCATION: By 2015, nations commit to the 

principle of sustainable livelihoods as a right for all people and implement monetary, fiscal and language 
policies to encourage full and decent work.  

 
SDG - CLIMATE SUSTAINABILITY: By 2050, governments should have reached clear pathways 

towards climate sustainability that regulates the global temperature rise below 1.5 degrees C. Emissions 
of greenhouse gases should be reduced to 25% of 1990 levels by 2020, 40% by 2030, 60% by 2040 and 
80% by 2050.  

 
SDG – CLEAN ENERGY: By 2030, at least 50% of the world’s energy supply comes from 

renewable sources. By 2020 energy demand is reduced through efficiency and conservation by at least 
20%. By 2030 energy poverty is eliminated by providing universal access to modern energy services from 
renewable sources. 

 
SDG - BIODIVERSITY: Governments are urged to honor their commitments to implementing the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity, in particular those related to the Green Economy such as Target 2: “By 
2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have been integrated into national and local development and 
poverty reduction strategies and planning processes and are being incorporated into national accounting, 
as appropriate, and reporting systems”;  

 
SDG – WATER: By 2030, governments will achieve universal availability of an acceptable 

quantity and quality of water for health, livelihoods, ecosystems and production, adequate sanitation, 
coupled with an acceptable level of water-related risks to people, environments and economies.   

 
SDG – HEALTHY SEAS AND OCEANS (BLUE ECONOMY): By 2020, consistent with the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity, governments establish at least 10% coastal and marine areas.By 2030, 
oceanic dead zones will be recovered by reducing nitrogen runoff from land by 50% or more. By 2020, 
Marine Protected Areas will be established in at least 25% of each Exclusive Economic Zones (“EEZ”) … 
By 2015, the use of bottom trawling, dynamite fishing, electro-fishing, poisons and other unsustainable 
practices will be eliminated.  

 
SDG – HEALTHY FORESTS:  By 2020, all remaining frontier forests are protected from 

conversion and degradation, consistent with the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity adopted at COP10, with a 
well-resourced and equably governed REDD+ mechanism in place, which respects the rights and 
knowledge of indigenous peoples and local communities and other environmental and governance 
safeguards, to reward developing countries for protection and sustainable management of their forests, 
not only for carbon capture and storage but for their wider ecological services. 

 
SDG - SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE: By 2030, global agricultural production is transformed 

from industrial to sustainable. Chemical inputs, herbicides, and pesticides are largely replaced with 
organic and biological alternatives. Interspersed natural areas are protected and restored as sources of 
pollination, pest control and soil fertility. Food for export is secondary to food for local consumption. 
Cultivated crop strains are diversified, as are production techniques and the mix of agricultural producers. 
Best management practices reduce erosion by 90% and nitrogen runoff by 50% or more.  

 
SDG - GREEN CITIES: By 2030, cities have developed and are implementing action plans to 

address transport, public health and environmental needs in a harmonious and integrated way.  
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SDG - SUBSIDIES AND INVESTMENT: By 2020 at the latest, consistent with the Biodiversity 

Strategic Plan adopted at CBD COP10, harmful incentives, including subsidies, for fossil fuel production, 
unsustainable agricultural, fisheries and forest practices, and those harmful to biodiversity, are eliminated, 
phased out or redirected to promote renewable energy, sustainable practices and the conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity. By 2015, governments commit to a minimum investment of 2% of GDP 
per year to foster the transition to a green economy, taking into account national socio-economic 
conditions.  

 
SDG - NEW INDICATORS OF PROGRESS: By 2020, nations supplement or replace GDP with a 

new measure of sustainable economic welfare based on best available information at that time. Economic 
performance and the forecasted effects of policy changes will be measured by this new metric.  

 
SDG - ACCESS TO INFORMATION: By 2022, governments will enact and implement Freedom 

of Information laws giving people the right to obtain accurate and truthful information held by their 
government, especially on the environment. Governments will actively make available to all stakeholders 
useful, accurate and truthful well-publicized data and information in appropriate formats and languages, 
including on the internet. These laws should include whistleblower protection and should extend to 
information disclosure by corporations. 

 
SDG - PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: By 2022, governments need to ensure that voluntarism and 

citizen engagement are incorporated in all global, national and local action plans for implementation of 
sustainable development and human well-being, to commit to the creation of an enabling environment for 
citizen engagement and voluntary action, and will include mandatory public participation in (a) major 
development project approvals and environmental impact assessment procedures, (b) drafting of national 
level sustainable development policies, laws and regulations and (c) administrative decisions such as 
pollution permitting. 

 
SDG - ACCESS TO REDRESS AND REMEDY: By 2022, governments will adopt and implement 

laws ensuring effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings concerning sustainable 
development, including redress and remedy. In particular, they will ensure that the costs of such 
proceedings are reasonable and affordable to affected people and that access to such proceedings is 
available through expansion of legal standing and other means to interested people and organizations. 

 
SDG - ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE FOR THE POOR AND MARGINALIZED: By 2022, 

governments will adopt laws that obligate government agencies to take appropriate measures to provide 
information and engage affected people living in poverty, women and other disadvantaged groups when 
making sustainable development decisions. 

 
SDG – BASIC HEALTH: By 2015, to support attainment of the health MDGs, and to contribute to 

health, well-being and sustainable development, ensure universal access to health care and services, 
wherever feasible, free at the point of use for women and children, and including sexual and reproductive 
health, and thus strengthen the resilience of people and communities to the consequences of climate 
change and environmental degradation. 

 
We welcome the recognition of the work of the United Nations Volunteer program as the focal 

point for the follow-up to the International Year of Volunteers, and request it to continue to raise 
awareness of the contribution of volunteerism to sustainable development, to act as a convener on the 
subject for the various interested stakeholders, to make available networking and reference resources 
and to provide technical cooperation to developing countries, at their request. 

 
We call upon the United Nations, through its regular budgetary process and mechanisms, to 

enable the UN Department of Communications and Public Information (“DPI”) to host this annual 
Conference and to provide DPI with consistent and predictable financial and human resources that are 
needed to do so. 

 
We ask that all parties involved with UN conferences on increase their efforts towards reducing 

the ecological footprint of these events and hereby setting a positive example. 
 
 
Final Declaration, September 14, 2011:  [Portable Document Format (.pdf)]  
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4. VISITED MEETINGS 

 

Saturday, 3 September 

.1 - Opening 

.2 - Emerging issues 

.3 - Workshop: Climate Sustainability Governance 

.4 - Roundtable I: Shaping Sustainable Lifestyles and Livelihoods 

.5 - Evening reception of the city of Bonn 

 

Sunday, 4 September 

.6 - Roundtable II: : Green Economy and Poverty Eradication 

.7 - Workshop: The Need for Technology Assessment 

 

Monday, 5 September 

.8 - Roundtable IV: Sustainable Development Governance Issues from Local to Global 

.9 - Workshop: Active Citizens – Responsive Governments 

.10 - Final Discussion on Conference Declaration 

.11 - Closing ceremony 

 

 

5. MEETING REPORTS 

 

5.1 - OPENING 

 

Webcast:   <<< Video >>>  

 
Summary: 
The different speakers addressed the conference each from out their own role on an excellent way. 
The keynote speakers added which their speeches the deeper insights that inspired the participants 
of the conference. Vandana Shiva, from Navdanya International based in India, was the most clear 
contributor. We recommend you to listen her speech (Webcast:  <<< Video >>>). 
 

 
 

Program: 
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United Nations Welcome 

Kiyo Akasaka, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information 

Host City Welcome 

Jürgen Nimptsch, Mayor of Bonn 

Keynote Address 

Ban Ki-moon (Video), Secretary General, United Nations 

Opening Address  

Joseph Deiss (Video), President of the 65th session of the General Assembly 

Welcome On Behalf of UN City 

Flavia Pansieri, Chair of the Consultative Forum of the Heads of Agencies in Germany 

Keynote Speakers 

Vandana Shiva, Navdanya International 

Grace H. Aguiling-Dalisay, VSO Bahaginan 

Opening Remarks 

Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP 

NGO Welcome 

Felix Dodds, Chair, 64th Annual UN DPI/NGO Conference 

 

 

5.2 - EMERGING ISSUES 

 

Webcast:  <<< Video >>> 
 
Summary: 

Five Issues:  
Human society is living beyond the earth’s capacity; 
Climate change is an out of control driver; 
There is a link now between environment and security; 
Governments have failed to support the U.N. sufficiently; 
The current consumption pattern has brought prosperity to some people  

  but increased the gap between developed and poor countries. 
 
 The environmental crisis equals the banking crisis: We privatized the gains and socialized  
  the losses. 
 We are increasingly becoming the most irresponsible generation ever.  
 
 A technical evaluation institute is needed. 
 

 

5.3 - WORKSHOP: CLIMATE SUSTAINABILITY GOVERNANCE 
Ensuring Greener Economies, Social Wellbeing and Ecological 

 
Summary:  

The workshop will address key issues of a green economy, poverty eradication, and 
climate sustainability governance, looking towards the UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development 2012. 
 

Headlines: 
Millennium consumption goals. There is still consumption inequity, no access to food for all 
people. We are trapped by the system. Limits to growth, lacking progress. What we need is a 
new karma of happiness for all of us. Replacing the greed economy. Green washing the 
brown economy. Was 1991 the last chance to save the earth? 
……………………………. 
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We are living in a high risk world. The world now is driven by greed, consume now pay 
later…borrow from tomorrow. 
Integrate approach>>> poverty, climate 
Look closer at consumption patterns, governments, population. 
We are using 1,5 planets. 20% uses 80% of all the resources. 
Ask them some small adjustments. 
Carbon space: most is used up by the richest people, also in developing countries, nothing is 
left for the poor. We have to go to a more sustainable consumption. More material 
consumption means not always more happiness. We have to go to other diets and reform 
banking and economical systems. Top down works: when people don’t wait for the 
government to take action. Link between sustainable consumption en sustainable 
production. 
Population will grow: is technological development enough to change things? Green growth 
is still based on consumption. 
Place of the government: Going back to other values (from before the greed);  Good 
intentions; Trade, if well done is okay; How do big businesses treat the small businesses? 
More research, more data on impact of businesses on green economy needed. 
Empowerment>> build skills>> not to over plan transition>> more happiness. 
How to protect the future? Which risks are there to take? 
Generation equity change; What is the bottom line in companies? 
What is the change. Lost contact with ordinary people. Social movement, touch their hearts. 
Integration of the monetary system. There  is a need for World Government Forum. 
Re-use waste>>> recycle! 

 
 
Moderator:  

Uchita de Zoysa, Centre for Environment and Development (CED) 
 
Speakers: 

Faiz Shah, Centre for Environment and Development (CED) 
Sylvia Lorek, Sustainable Europe Research Institute (SERI) 
Ambreen Waheed, Responsible Business Initiative (RBI) 
Prof. Mohan Munasinghe, Munasinghe Institute for Development (MIND) 

 
 
5.4 - ROUNDTABLE I: SHAPING SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES AND LIVELIHOODS 

Sustainable Consumption and Production Aspects of a Globalizing World 
 
Webcast:   <<< Video >>> 
 
Summary:  
 We consume in EU 3 planets, USA 5 planets: We have to go back to an 1 planet living; 

Water, energy, and CO2 savings by 1,2 million 
Chinese woman entrepreneur activists; 
Volunteering for development in Europe 2020 Inclusive 
Growth.  
Indigenous people are the sample for sustainable life. 
Pepsico research shows consumers around the world 
are health and environment aware, especially the 
millennials. Did a 20 million dollar small grand program 
for funding private social and sustainable initiatives, 
which shows that there is enough space for everyone 
to volunteer. 
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Moderator:  

Sue Riddlestone, BioRegional Development Group 
 
Speakers:   [download slides], [download slides] 

Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Tebtebba (Ind. Peoples’ Int. Centre for Policy Research and Edu.) 
Daniel Bena, PepsiCo 
Martijn Pakker, European Volunteer Centre 
Jiangwen Long, China Association of Women Entrepreneurs 

 

 

5.5 - EVENING RECEPTION OF THE CITY OF BONN 

 

Summary: - 
 
 
5.6 - ROUNDTABLE II: Green Economy and Poverty Eradication 

Climate justice as a Bridge to a New Global Economic Paradigm 
 
Webcast:   <<< Video >>> 
 
Summary:  
 Kenya develops the biggest wind energy project in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 Nigeria NGO are in to the concept of Global Commons water, wealth, forest, and  
 Ecosystems; developing Common Trusts for recourses. The Global Commons basic  
‘ principal is: We all benefit. ECCT – Earth Commons Climate Trust . Decade of green  
 Economy. Both as proposal for RIO+20. 



 

© ESSENCE-SUM.COM, EvE, Sept.  14, 2011 

12 

 2020 Green Economy implementation proposals.  
The Czech respondent welcomes the Commons approach. <<< Webcast >>> 

  

  
 
Moderator: 

Nick Nuttall, UN Environmental Programme 
 

Speakers:   [download slides], [download slides] 
Surveyor Efik, Nigerian National Inter-Ministerial Committee on Climate Change 
Daniel Mittler, Greenpeace International 
Constanza Martinez, International Union for Conservation of Nature 
Bruce Crowther, Garstang and New Koforidua Linking Association, FIG Tree. 

 
 
5.7 - WORKSHOP: THE NEED FOR TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT 
  in the Green Economy and Sustainable Development Governance 
 
Summary:  

This workshop will discuss the need for technology assessment in the green 
economy as well as the sustainable development governance agenda of Rio+20. 
The workshop will present concrete proposals for mechanisms to promote 
technology assessments by the UN and at regional levels. 

Pat  Mooney, overview: 
1993 – Start of changes in IT etc. 
- Technological revolution 
- Social change, social liberation 
- Green economy through technology 

The possibilities of inventions are infinite: for example:  
- Take a very long tube, first a 1 kilometer long, later even a 10 kilometer long tube, blow sea 
water through  it. The same can be done with volcanic ash and create a cloud which will 
prevents the sun to come through and prevents the warming of the globe. But this of course 
creates problems for farmers who need the sun. GEO-engineering, influence the 
temperature; 
- With a 3D printer you also can build incredible gadgets; 
- Roche pharmaceutical: Instead of 150 known diseases creates or discovers 1 million 
diseases + their cures. 
Is there control over this??? 

Meena Raman: Crisis – solution, Risks of technology, Intellectual property rights 

Vandana Shiva: International corporations mess up the world further. There is lack of 
assessment. The wrong projection = less production in the end. Destroying just to produce a 
bit more, changing biodiversity for monoculture.  in the end you lose. 
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Moderator:  
            Elenita C. Daño, (43/F/Asia) Action Group on Erosion, Technology and Concentration (ETC  
            Group) 

Speakers: 
Pat Roy Mooney (64/M/North America), ETC Group 
Meenakshi Raman, Third World Network (TWN) 

 Vananda Shiva, Navdanya International 
 
 
5.8 - ROUNDTABLE IV: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOVERNANCE ISSUES FROM LOCAL TO 

GLOBAL The Role of Citizen Participation 
 
Webcast:   <<< Video >>> 
 
Summary:  
 Freedom of Information – FOI. Participation or going on the street, sms-ing the MP. 
 Blur democracy or participative democracy, where the people are involved. that is the  
 question.  
 Involving local people make movements successful and aid project projects sustainable. 
 What makes influencing local governance: national action groups, youth. Networking from  
 Local to global, connecting the dots now governments are failing the people has to act. 
 

  
 
Moderator: 

Anne-Marie Chavanon, Conference of INGOs 
 
Speakers: 

Konrad Otto-Zimmermann, ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability 
Geri Lau, Int. Fed. of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,  World Disasters Report 2010 
Thierno Kane, OSIWA (Open Society Initiative for West Africa) <<< FOI paper >>> 
Farah Cherif d'Ouezzan, Thaqafat Association 

 
Respondent: 
 John Matuszak, USA 
 

5.9 - WORKSHOP: ACTIVE CITIZENS – RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENTS 
Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration in Action 
 

Summary:  
Presenters shared their experiences in improving national environmental 
governance through the use of freedom of information laws, public participation 
mechanisms and judicial forums in environmental analysis, pollution control and 
other processes. The workshop looked at strategies civil society can use in its own 
work, and the importance of establishing and strengthening the right to information, 
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public participation and access to justice to promote transparency, accountability 
and inclusion. 
 
Pollution regulations, Increased industrializations,  Capacity building 
Environmental lawyer Ritwick Dutta: Forestry law EIA process. In India there were 
the following request for: Thermal power plants 157, Dams, Construction projects, 
Nuclear plants. None of this requests was rejected.  Request go through public 
hearings in India. Investigations are often not current, they are evaluations of 
investigations done in the seventies or eighties. 
David Banisas: Article 19 freedom of speech, senior legal counsel; Arhus 
Conventions; UNEP Bali Guidelines; Principal 10. There are 90 countries with 
national right to information laws and regulations. International bodies adapt P10 
into their practices. Encouragement for national implementation of P10/UNEP 
guidelines. 
Respondent: Capacity building; Collect and monitor environmental information. To 
know how urgent things are, first make a current investigation. 

 
Moderator:  

Carole Excell, The Access Initiative, World Resources Institute 
 
Speakers: 

Ritwick Dutta, Legal Initiative for Forests and Wildlife (LIFE) - India  
Dave Banisas, Article 19 - London 
Dyah Paramita, Indonesian Center for Environmental Law (ICEL) - Indonesia  
Alexander Juras, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP - Major Groups Division) 

 

 

5.10 - FINAL DISCUSSION ON CONFERENCE DECLARATION 

 
Webcast:   <<< Video >>> 
 
Draft leader:  
 Richard Jordan 
 

5.11 - CLOSING CEREMONY 
. 
Webcast:   <<< Video >>> 
 
Summary: Flavia Pansieri, A call to action. Volunteer for common good. To RIO to connect the 
dots. Mobilizes the community. We don’t have a Planet B. We come to a revolution from GDP to 
GSP. (Webcast: <<< Video >>>). Commit . Encourage . Volunteer 
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Moderator: 

Kiyo Akasaka, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information 
 
Speakers: 
Adoption of Conference Declaration 

Felix Dodds, Chair, 64th Annual UN DPI/NGO Conference 
Host Country Remarks 

Hans-Jürgen Beerfeltz, State Secretary of the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development 

Closing Keynote 
Eden Mamut, Black Sea Universities Network 

            Justin Davis Smith, Volunteering England 
Call to Action 

Flavia Pansieri, Executive Coordinator, UN Volunteers 
Elizabeth Thompson (Video), Executive Coordinator, UN Conference on Sustainable  

                         Development 
Closing Remarks 

Jeffery Huffines, Chair, NGO/DPI Executive Committee 
NGO Closing Remarks 

Felix Dodds, Chair, 64th Annual UN DPI/NGO Conference 
Farewell 

Kiyo Akasaka, Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information 
 
 
 
6. LIST OF VISITED NGO’s, LOBBIES AND STANDS 

Artdialog e.V., Förderung der Europäische www.artdialog-bonn.de, info@artdialog-bonn.de 

Integration durch Kunst, Dr. Ludwig Dinkloh  +49 228 433 7639 

Building towards monetary justice  www.timun.net, gaia@rcn.com 

Frans Verhagen    

Cooling Down (World Climate Game  www.cooling-down.com, otto.ulrich@web.de 

improves Climate Justice)  

Connect with youth from around the world www.tigweb.org 
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Education for sustainable development ESD www.bne-portal.de/english, sekretatiat@esd.unesco.de 

German commission for Unesco   

Environmental and spiritual preservation fgsvienna08@gmail.com 

Master Hsing Yan 

Ergosoma: power of empathy for sustainable www.ergosom.org, andrea@ergosom.ol.de 

health. Andrea Hattendorf   

FAF- Friendship Ambassadors Foundation www.faf.org 

Foundation for Subjective Experience and www.ser-stiftung.de, info@ser-foundation.de 

Research,  Anke Schmidt-Bratzel  A.Schmidt-bratzel@ser-foundation.de  

Fundacion Cordes, Desarrollo rural   www.cordes.org.sv, cordes-central@telesal.net 

territorial (Farmers organization, Central America) 

Global movement of youth and schools  www.deforestaction.org 

taking action to stop deforestation and create permanent habitat for several species 

I.F.H.E. International  Federation for  www.ifhe.org, office@ifhe.org, +228 9212890 

Home Economics     

IFOAM international federation of organic www.ifoam.org,  membership@ifoam.org 

agriculture movements, A common voice for the organic movement 

International solar Energy, Research Center www.isc.konstanz.de, ez@isc-konstanz.de 

Konstanz 

Mutual understanding of health and disease www.psim.ch, jbi@swissonline.ch 

increases the value of health care systems   

Research Grant Opportunities   www.nursingsociety.org  

Sigma Theta Tau International  

Soroptimist International www.soroptimisteurope.org,  aaodingo@yahoo.com 

Education, empowerment and enabling opportunities for women in agriculture and water management 

The earth Charter    www.earthcharter.org, info@aerthcharter.org 

The Ribbon / tangible hope  www.theribboninternational.org, www.theribbon.org 

World league for freedom and democracy www.wlfdroc.org.tw, wlfd.roc@msa.hinet.net 

      +886-2-33932002, fax: +886-2-33932960 
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7. CONCLUSION 

 

NGO’s worldwide are frustrated about failing governance by lack of commitment of the national 
governments. Volunteerism of the local people to give pressure and form local sustainable 
action groups, realizing their own needs, networking for global impact seems to be the next 
move in society. Governments have to move from money – GDP – driven to sustainability – 
GSP – driven, which includes environment, health, wealth, and green economical development.  
 
The conference declaration is a strong command to all governments to act responsibly and 
make RIO+20 a turning point in history. Global weather disasters have shown such and 
increase that even the blind and ignorant will get the picture and understand that action is 
needed.  
 
It is a hopeful signal that the Commons Principle of “from the people, for the people” and 
“benefit 4 all” was not only promoted on paper – as in New York, U.N. Prepcom 19 – but now 
also strongly proclaimed  in several workshops, the opening ceremony – by Vananda Shiva – 
and Roundtable II, by Surveyor Efik, who mentioned even the need for a Earth Commons Climate 
Trust – ECCT . 
 
To prepare for RIO+20 in June 2012 a lot of cross NGO/GO can be done, promoting the declaration 
by other governments, in the U.N. sub-organizations, and local volunteer organizations. The same  
counts for the promotion of the need for commons. ECT Group and Shiva – see the workshop at 5.7 
– called up for pre-billing technological and governmental organizations for environmental and 
human health and disaster risks. Billing from out a global level – The Global Commons Risk Fund. If 
several commons initiatives can be launched before RIO+20, it can make a difference. 
 
 

8. COMMONS ACTION PROPOSALS & GENERAL ACTION CHECKLIST 

 

V No. Owner Commons Action Proposals 

   On request evaluation 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

V No. Owner General Action Checklist 

   On request evaluation 
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9. CONTACTS LIST 

 

.1 - Authors Contact 

.2 - Commons Contacts 

.3 - Conference Contacts 

.4 - Attended Speakers 

.5 - Related Issues 
 
.1 - Authors Contact 
Letta Wagenborg, (+31) 627 392 392, lettawagenborg@yahoo.com 
Emile van Essen,  (+31) 641 346 180, emile@essence-sum.com, www.essence-sum.com   
 
9.2 - Commons Contact 
Lisinka Ulatowska, (+31) 356 919 275, info@worldcitizensaction.com,  www.worldcitizensaction.com   
Rudolf Schneider,  (+41) 227 338 876, ipsbox@ipsgeneva.com, www.ipsgeneva.com  
James Quilligan, Global Commons Trust, jbquilligan@comcast.net, www.globalcommonstrust.org  
Emile van Essen, Global Human Commons, www.globalhumancommons.org  
9.3 - Conference Contact 
Kiyo Akasaka  Under-Secretary-General 

 

 for Communications and Public Information 

Felix Dodds  Chair 

 

 64th Annual UN DPI/NGO Conference 

Elizabeth Thompson  Executive Coordinator 

 

 UN Conference on Sustainable Development 

Jeffery Huffines  Chair 

 

 NGO/DPI Executive Committee 

 Flavia Pansieri  Chair 

 

 of the Consultative Forum of the Heads of Agencies in Germany 

Richard Jordan International Council for Caring Communities 

Achim Steiner  Executive Director 

 

 UNEP 

Hans-Jürgen Beerfeltz  State Secretary of the German Federal Ministry 

 

 for Economic Cooperation and Development 

 
 
9.4 - Attended Speakers 
Alexander Juras  UNEP 

Ambreen Waheed  Responsible Business Initiative (RBI) 

Anna Golubovska-Onisimova  MAMA-86 

Anne-Marie Chavanon  Conference of INGOs 

Bruce Crowther  Garstang and New Koforidua Linking Association 

Carole Excell  World Resources Institute 

Constanza Martinez  International Union for Conservation of Nature 

Daniel Bena  PepsiCo 

Daniel Mittler  Greenpeace International 

Dave Banisas  Article 19 

Dyah Paramita  ICLE 

Eden Mamut  Black Sea Universities Network 

Elenita C. Daño  (43/F/Asia) ETC Group 

Faiz Shah  Centre for Environment and Development (CED) 

Farah Cherif d'Ouezzan  Thaqafat Association 

Geri Lau  International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
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Grace H. Aguiling-Dalisay  VSO Bahaginan 

Jeremy Wates  European Environmental Bureau 

Jiangwen Long  China Association of Women Entrepreneurs 

Justin Davis Smith  Volunteering England 

Kees Biekart  International Institute of Social Studies of Erasmus University 

Konrad Otto-Zimmermann  ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability 

Lalanath De Silva World Resources Institute 

Martijn Pakker  European Volunteer Centre 

Meenakshi Raman  Third World Network (TWN) 

Nick Nuttall  UN Environmental Programme 

Pat Roy Mooney (64/M/North 

America)  ETC Group 

Prof. Mohan Munasinghe  Munasinghe Institute for Development (MIND) 

Ritwick Dutta  LIFE 

Rose de Lima Ramanankavana  International Association of Charities 

Sue Riddlestone  BioRegional Development Group 

Surveyor Efik  Nigerian National Inter-Ministerial Committee on Climate Change 

Sylvia Lorek  Sustainable Europe Research Institute (SERI) 

Thierno Kane  OSIWA (Open Society Initiative for West Africa) 

Uchita de Zoysa  Centre for Environment and Development (CED) 

Vandana Shiva  Navdanya International 

Victoria Tauli-Corpuz  Tebtebba 

 

Third World Network (TWN) 

 

Southeast Asia Regional Initiatives for Community Empowerment 

(Searice) 

 

The Access Initiative (TAI) 

 

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP- Major Groups Division) 

 

Indonesian Center for Environmental Law (ICEL) - Indonesia 

 

Legal Initiative for Forests and Wildlife (LIFE) – India 

 

Action Group on Erosion 

 

9.6 Related Issues 

 
 

 
 

http://globalhumancommons.org/ 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9wM-p8wTq4&feature=player_embedded  
 
 

 
 

www.globalcommonstrust.org 
 
 

 
 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=40   


